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stands how to lay them soe y't ye house is still uncovored 
onely with planks which is not suffishant to make itt tite & 
soe Consequently ye timber worke will receave much Damadg 
by ye raine y't Come in doe therefore most humbley pray y't 
your Honors will please to take ye s'd bueilding into your 
Considderation & Give such directions therein as you think 
fitt. 

[Endorsed] 
Mr. Henry Cary, 16th April, 1709. 

(to be continued) 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 



English Records Relating to Virginia.* 

It has been deemed useful to collect some of the abstracts and notices 
of papers relating to Virginia which are scattered through the numer- 
ous volumes of the reports of the English Historical Manuscripts Com- 
mission. Their entries not only give valuable facts; but show the 
student where documents are. From report on the manuscripts of the 
Earl of Dartmouth, Vol. II, London, 1895. The pages given are those 
of the reports. The notes are by the Editor of this magazine. 

Virginia. 

[1676] Paper endorsed: Copy of the 6th Article of Additional In- 
structions to the Commissioners of Virginia: "You shall declare void 
and null all the proceedings of the late Assembly wherein the said 
Nathaniel Bacon and his Accomplices were pardoned and force and 
violence offered to the Assembly." 

[The Assembly referred to was that held under Bacon's influence in 
June, 1676.] 

Virginia. 

[1676] Paper endorsed: Copy of the 6th Article of the Propositions 

* In addition to papers relating only to Virginia some others have been Included 
which refer to the Colonies In general. 
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of the Inhabitants of Virginia, respecting a new charter "That there 
shall be no Tax or Imposition laid on the People of Virginia but by 
their own consent." 

[The clause here quoted from the charter asked for by the Virginia 
agents in 1675-6, was actually included in a draft to which the Eng- 
lish government had given its consent, but was omitted from the 
charter granted after the news of Bacon's Rebellion was received. 
This charter seems to have been entirely ignored by Virginia.] 

The Church of England in America. 

[Not dated. About 1700.] Paper headed, "The Case of His 
Majesty's Subjects, Members of the Church of England in America." 
Detrimental effect the want of Bishops has upon the Church of Eng- 
land in America. Desirability of appointing them. Archbishop Tenn- 
son's approbation of the scheme gives i.oool towards completing it. 

2 1-3 pages 

Endorsed: The case of Members of the Church of England in 
America. 

Page 2 

[An American Episcopate was frequently a subject of discussion 
among the friends of the English Church. As early as the reign of 
Charles II. there was an abortive attempt to send a bishop to Vir- 
ginia and it is stated that at sometime in Clarendon's administration 
one Alexander Murray was even nominated, but the scheme fell 
through (Anderson's Colonial Church, II, 569). In 1709, Dean Swift 
had hopes of becoming Bishop of Virginia (ib. III., 127.) The vio- 
lent controversy which was caused throughout the colonies about 1771, 
by a proposition for an American bishop is well known.] 

Lord Dartmouth* to the Lords Commissioners for Trade and 
Plantations. 

1712, August 21. Whitehall; expressing the Queen's displeasure at 
prisoners being sent home "in custody from the Plantations, without 
any evidence of their Crimes." The Board to write to the Governors 
requesting them not to send any more prisoners without full proofs of 
their guilt. 

Copy 1 page (Page 3) 

Virginia. 

1728, December 10. Francis Fane. Reports to the Lords Commis- 
sions of Trade and Plantations. Consideration of an Act passed in 

* William Legge, Earl of Dartmouth, then Secretary of State. 
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Virginia laying a duty on imported Slaves and appointing a treasurer. 
"The first Act of this kind which met with an opposition from the 
Merchants of Great Britain was passed in the year 1723, and laid the 
same duty 40s. a head upon all Negroes imported into Virginia." 
Its effect upon the trade of Virginia. Two reasons why the Act is 
not fit to be passed into a law. 

Copy 5 3-4 pages 

Endorsed: Copy of Mr. Fane's Report upon an Act passed in Vir- 
ginia, 30th March, 1728, for laying a duty upon Slaves imported, &c. 
(No. 1). (Page 5) 

[Francis Fane Was a commissioner for trade. It has been some- 
times stated that the colonial legislature of Virginia passed many acts — 
twenty-three has been specified as the number — attempting to check 
the slave trade by a high duty on imported slaves, and that, through 
the influence of English merchants with the home government all of 
these praiseworthy attempts had proved futile. This statement except 
as regards the last five or six years of English rule in America is en- 
tirely incorrect. No doubt the merchants opposed these Acts; but 
there is equally no doubt but that until 1769 they were allowed. 

The Act made irj May, 1723, laying a duty on imported slaves ap- 
pears only by the title in Hening IV., 118. At the session of Assem- 
bly begun Feb. 1st, 1727-8, a similar act was passed, and this too has 
been only preserved in the title (Hening IV., 182.) This is the act 
which was under 'Fane's consideration. In May, 1732, a third law im- 
posing a duty on slaves was enacted (ib. IV., 317.) It would appear 
from the preamble to this act that the King had instructed the gov- 
ernors not to pass any such law unless the duty was paid by the buyer. 
This last act was evidently approved by the English government for 
it was continued by another passed in 1734 (ib. IV, 394), and again 
with alterations, in 1736 (ib. IV, 469.) Similar acts were passed in 
1738 (ib. V, 28) ; 1740 (ib. V, 92) ; 1742 (ib. V, 160) ; 1745 (ib. V, 318) ; 
1752 (ib. VI, 217) ; 1753 (ib. VI, 353) : 1755 (ib. VI, 466.) In 1759. 
the duty on slaves is referred to as still in effect (ib. VII, 388.) The 
duty was continued by acts passed in 1766 (ib. VIII, 190), and 1769 
(ib. VIII, 336.) It would appear that the duty had usually been five 
per cent, ad valorem; but during the French and Indian war and 
later, additional duties were laid by other acts for raising a revenue 
until at one time they reached twenty per cent. At last the efforts of 
the English merchants interested in the slave trade were successful. 
The act of 1769 was vetoed by the King and instructions were sent to 
the governors not to pass any more. Professor S. C. Mitchell, of Rich- 
mond College, who a year or two ago, examined the original act of 
1769 in the Public Record Office, states that it bears an endorsement 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 87 

recommending that it be disapproved on account of the opposition of 
the Bristol merchants. In spite of the royal disapproval the Vir- 
ginia Assembly continued to pass similar acts in hope that there might 
be a change of opinion on the part of the English government. The 
Assembly was now also awake to the cruelty of the slave trade and to 
the danger to the Colony and the damage to its interests which would 
be caused by the introduction of great numbers of slaves. The act 
of 1772 (Hening VIII, 530), was undoubtedly intended to check im- 
portation as it laid the heavy duty of £5 per capita. The object of 
the House of Burgesses was shown by the resolution adopted March 
20th, of that year, expressing the feeling of the House in regard to 
the inhumanity of the slave trade, and the great clanger of allowing the 
number of negroes in the Colony to increase. A committee composed 
of Benjamin Harrison, Archibald Cary, Edmund Pendleton, R. H. 
Lee, R. C. Nicholas, and Richard Bland, was appointed to draw up an 
address to the King setting forth the views expressed in the resolution 
and praying that he would consent to laws which would check "So 
very pernicious a commerce" as the slave trade. This address was re- 
ported in the 31st and appears in the journal under that date. The 
address was read before the King in Council, January 23d, 1773; but 
the request so earnestly made was not granted.] 

Rank and Precedence in America. 

1760, December 17. St. James's. Copy of Royal Warrant for set- 
tling the Rank and Precedence in America Per W. Pitt. 
23-4 pages (page 11) 

[This warrant was probably published in America at the time, but 
no instance of it has been seen. After the arrival of Lady Dunmore, in 
Virginia, in 1774, it seemed to be desired that society should have more 
regular form, so there was published in the Virginia Gazette of May 
26th, the following: "Rules of Precedency, compared and adjusted 
from the several Acts and Statutes made and provided in England for 
the settlement of the Precedency of men and women in America, by 
Joseph Edmondson, Mowbray Herald. 

Governor of the Colony or Province Governor's wife 

President of the Council... his wife 

Counsellors their wives 

Speaker of the Commons House of Assembly his wife 

Chief Justice his wife 

Treasurer his wife 

Associate Judges their wives 

Baronets their wives 
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Attorney General his wife 

Judge of the Admiralty his wife 

Secretary of the Colony or Province his wife 

Gentlemen of the Assembly their wives 

Mayor his wife 

Aldermen their wives 

Members of the Corporation their wives 

The Gentlemen of the Assembly, Crown Officers, &c, of any par- 
ticular Colony, or Province, have no other Rank out of their Colony 
or Province, than what belongs to them in their private Capacity as 
Men. 

The Widow of a late Governour has not any Precedence, as such. 

A Governour of our Colony, or Province, or his Wife, coming into 
another Colony hath not in that Colony where they visit any Pre- 
cedency above this Rank in private Life. 

All Captains in the Navy, or Army, only rank as Esquires." 

Virginia. 

N. D. [1765, June 5, covering letter.] Four Resolutions of the 
House of Burgesses. Signed John Randolph. 

Copy 1, folio page 

Endorsed : Virginia. Resolution of the House of Burgesses in Vir- 
ginia relative to the privileges of the people of that Colony. In Lt. 
Gov'rns letter of June 5, 1765. Read. 

(Page IS) 

[This was an official copy of Henry's famous resolutions attested by 
John Randolph, clerk of the House of Burgesses. A copy was also 
sent by the Committee of Correspondence to Montague, the agent for 
Virginia. See this magazine IX, 355-360; X, 8-13.] 

Vircinia. 

[1765, June 18.I "A gentleman in Philadelphia to his friend in this 
town [Newport], dated last Tuesday, 18 June, 1765." Newspaper cut- 
ting, being an item quoted from the "Newport Mercury," 24 June, 
1765, encloses the Resolves of the Virginia Assembly on debating the 
Stamp Act. Gives six Resolutions relative to taxation of the Colony, 
which being so extraordinary, the Governor, on hearing of them, dis- 
solved the Assembly. [Three of the resolutions quoted in this letter 
are the same as those entered above.] 

(Page 15) 

[The six resolutions which were generally published in American 
newspapers were those offered by Henry. As is well known, only 
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four were finally adopted by House. Campbell (History of Virginia, 
p. 541, note) states that the two resolutions which did not pass were 
not offered by Henry.] 

Reverend J. [I.] William Giberne to Lord Dartmouth/ 1765, De- 
cember 19. Sabine Hall in Richmond County on Rappahannock River, 
Virginia. Congratulations upon his Lordships recent appointment. 
Grateful rememberance of past favors. The writer's present condition 
suffers from the distress of the Colony. 

Autograph letter signed, 3 quarto pages (Page 27) 

Endorsed : Rev. Mr. Gibberne. 

[Rev. Isaac William Giberne was minister of Lunenburg parish 
Richmond Co., from 1762, until he was incapacitated by old age. From 
an inscription in a prayer-book, once his property, it appears that he 
was the nephew of a Bishop of Durham. He is stated to have been a 
man of learning and of great goodness of heart and Christian benevo- 
lence. His social talents made his home "Belleville," near Warsaw, 
Richmond Co., a most attractive place. (Meade's Old Churches, &c, 
II, 179-180.) He married a daughter of Moore Fauntleroy, of the 
same county but left no issue. Two of his letters, one bearing his 
armorial seal, are in the collection of this Society.l 

Reverend J. [I.] William Gibberne to Lord Dartmouth, 1766, 
May 30.. Sabine Hall, Richmond, Virginia: Expresses the admira- 
tion of the Americans for the Earl of Dartmouth. Festivities on ac- 
count of the repeal of the Stamp Act. Colonel Randolph intends send- 
ing a young eaglet with a pair of summer ducks. 

Autograph letter signed, 2 quarto pages 

With this is placed an autograph draft of Lord Dartmouth's reply, 
not dated, expressing his pleasure at the confidence of the Virginians in 
the integrity of the present administration, and acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of the eagle. 

Endorsed: Rev. Mr. Geberne, Virginia, 30 May, 1766. (Page 42.) 

[The news of the repeal of the Stamp Act in March, 1766, reached 
Williamsburg on May 2d. The intelligence was celebrated at Norfolk 
and Williamsburg by balls and illuminations and by festivities through- 
out the country.] 

Colonel John Randolph to Lord Dartmouth. 

1766, June 15. Williamsburg, Virginia, — Concerning a young eagle 
and other birds he is sending his lordship. 
Autograph letter signed, I quarto page 

* William I-egge, Earl of Dartmouth, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 1770-75. 
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On the reverse of the letter is a draft of Lord Dartmouth's reply, 
not dated, returning thanks for the birds. 

Endorsed : Col. Randolph, Virginia, June IS, 1766. 

(Page 45) 

[John Randolph, afterwards attorney general, and loyalist, who went 
to England. Gifts of Virginia animals and birds were frequent evi- 
dences of esteem during the Colonial period.] 



Gregory Family, &c. 
(continued) 

II. James Gregory 2 was born on the loth of March, 1752. He 
married Mary Wynns, the daughter of Col. Benjamin Wynns, and 
Margaret Pugh, an-J lived in Gates County, N. C. Mary Wynns was 
born on the 8th day of November, 1775. Her mother, Margaret Pugh, 
was the daughter of Col. Francis Pugh and Pheribee Savage, of Bertie. 
Col. Francis Pugh, of Bertie, left a will dated July 5th, 1733, which 
was probated in May court, 1736, and is of record in the office of the 
Secretary of the State of North Carolina, at Raleigh. He left surviving 
him his wife, son John, son Thomas and son Francis in esse, and 
daughters Margaret and Mary. Margaret married, as stated above, 
Col. Benjamin Wynns ; his daughter Mary married James Luten on the 
31st May, 1730. His son, Thomas, was the distinguished Col. Thomas 
Pugh of the Revolution. He was appointed Lieutenant Col. by the 
Assembly which met at Hillsboro, in 1775 ; and was also a delegate 
from Bertie to the State Congress that assembled at Halifax on the 
12th of November, 1776, which formed the State Constitution. Pheri- 
bee Pugh, the mother of Margaret Pugh, and the widow of Francis 
Pugh, married Thomas Barker, of Edenton, a distinguished lawyer and 
a man of great wealth and prominence, and had by him one child, 
Elizabeth Barker, who married Col. William Tunstall, of Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia. Peyton Randolph, of Williamsburg, Virginia, was 
the guardian of this Elizabeth Barker ; and it is supposed that through 
her mother she was related to the Randolphs of Virginia. See what 
is said by Mr. Hathaway in the North Carolina Historical and Genea- 
logical Register, Vo. 2, No. 3, page 477- Thomas Barker afterwards 
married Mrs. Penelope Hodgson, nee Pagett, but had no issue by her. 
He left a will. Col. Thomas Pugh, mentioned above, and his son Wil- 
liam Pugh and Samuel Johnson were his executors, and his will was 
witnessed by Blake Baker, Thomas Iredell and Will Blair. 

Col. Benjamin Wynns had by his wife, Margaret Pugh, another 
child, Thomas Wynns ; of him, Wheeler, in his history of North 
Carolina, page 209, says : "General Thomas Wynns was born, lived and 
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died in Hertford county. He was a planter by profession, of active, 
energetic mind, unspotted integrity, and of great personal worth. He 
lived near Winston at the ferry called Barfield. As early as 1787, 
he was a member of the House of Commons, and for many years after 
a member of the Senate. He was elected, in 1802, a member of Con- 
gress from Edenton District, in which capacity he served until 1807." 

He married Susan Maney, daughter of Maney and Elizabeth 

Baker, daughter of Henry Baker 3 and Caty Booth and sister of Law- 
rence Baker, but left no children. 

Col. Benjamin Wynns, after the death of his wife, Margaret Pugh, 
married a Miss Baker, a daughter of Henry Baker, 3 and Caty Booth, 
a sister of Col. Lawrence Baker, and had by her one child, William 
Wynns,. whose descendants are shown by another paper which I have. 

Benjamin Wynns was appointed Colonel by the North Carolina Con- 
gress, which met at Halifax, April 4th, 1776. 

James Gregory 2 was senator from Gates County in the General As- 
sembly of North Carolina in 1780 and 1781. He died in 1802, leaving 
surviving him his wife, Mary, and the following children: 

1st. Ann Gregory, born March 3rd, 1782, who married Dr. Charles 
W. Harvey on October 28th, 1800, and died on the 28th of May, 1805, 
leaving surviving an only child, James Gregory Harvey, who married 
Ann Woolford, and left issue 

2nd. Margaret Gregory, born January 1st, 1785, who married Jo- 
seph Dickerson, of Winston, N. C, and afterward Dr. Isaac Pipkin. 
She had no children by her first husband, but had by her last, one 
child, Eleanor, who married William Muse, of U. S. N., and had by 
him one child, William, who died young, unmarried. 

3rd. Mary Wynns Gregory, born March 17th, 1787, married Dr. John 
Burgess Baker, son of Lawrence Baker and Maria Baker, daughter of 
Rev. Thomas Burgess, of Halifax County, and had the following chil- 
dren: William James Baker, Annie Mary Baker, Richard B. Baker, 
Susan Jane Baker and Lawrence Simmons Baker. Major William J. 
Baker married Sarah F. Collins, a sister of Ann Lucretia Collins, who 
married my uncle, Dr. Andrew Boykin Woodley, of Four Square, Isle 
of Wight County, mother of Dr. Joseph R. Woodley, and who subse- 
quently married John Nash. Major W. J. Baker and his wife are 
deceased, leaving issue. Annie M. Baker married Dr. Edward Neal. 
Dr. Neal is dead, but his wife is still living and has children. Dr. 
Richard B. Baker married Nannie Taylor Johnson: is still living and 
has issue. Susan J. Baker married Thomas Newsom Myrick, and is 
living and has issue. General Lawrence Simmons Baker married Liz- 
zie Earl Henderson, both living, and on the 13th of March, 1005, cele- 
brated their golden wedding. They have three children, Alexander, 
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Stuart and Lizzie, living. Their oldest son, William T. Baker, mar- 
ried Susan Green Hodges, daughter of W. Henry Harrison Hodges and 
Mary A. Griswald. They are both dead, leaving two boys, their only 
children, William Hodges Baker and Lawrence Simmons Baker, Jr. 

4th. Josiah Gregory, son of James and Mary Gregory, was born on 
the 27th of April, 1791, and married Catherine Spencer, and left the 
following children : Margaret Ann, who married Thomas Garrison, 
Mary Elizabeth, who married William Goodman, and Jane Adelaide, 
who married James Clark, all of whom have left issue. 

5th. Jane Adelaide Gregory, daughter of James and Mary Gregory, 
was born in Gates County, N. C, on the nth of January, 1794. She 
married first, Dr. Richard Baynham Gregory, of Gloucester County. 
Virginia, and had by him three children: Richard John Gregory, who 
married Martha Ann Griswald and had one child, Richard Baynham 
Gregory, who died without issue; Mary Ann Gregory, who married 
Rev. Thomas Hume and left issue; and Francis Elizabeth Gregory, 
who married Dr. William Collins and has left issue. Mr. Jane Ade- 
laide Gregory married second, General John Hodges, of Hodges Ferry, 
Norfolk County, Virginia, and had by him three children ; James Greg- 
ory Hodges, Emma Adelaide Hodges and Margaret Jane Hodges. Dr. 
James Gregory Hodges married Sallie A. F. Wilson, daughter of W. 
H. Wilson and Ellen Keeling. He was Colonel of the 14th Virginia 
Infantry and was killed at the stone fence in Pickett's charge, on the 
3rd day of July, 1863. in the battle of Gettysburg. He left surviving 
him, his wife and two young boys, William Wilson Hodges and John 
Nelson Hodges, both have since died after arriving to manhood, un- 
married. His widow is still living. Emma Adelaide Hodges is still 
living. Margaret Jane Hodges, on the 28th of June 1866, married the 
writer; only one child was born unto them, James Gregory Crocker, 
born on the 19th of February, 1868, and died on the 12th of August, 
1868. She departed this life on the 25th of July, 1896. Her mother 
died June 17th, 1873. 

6th. Thomas Wynns Gregory, son of James and Mary Gregory, was 
born February 21st, 1796. Dr. Thomas Wynns Gregory married, on 
the 18th of November, 1829, Mary Eure, whose maiden name was 
Mary Tillery. He died in Halifax County, N. C, on the 4th of De- 
cember, 1869, leaving issue. As to his descendants, see letter of his 
son, John T. Gregory, dated May 2nd, 1896, among my papers. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



Corbin— In the Church at Malvern, Worcestershire, Eng., is a 
tomb with the following epitaph: "Margaret late wife of William 
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Lygon esq., and only child of Thomas Corbyn esq. Obit. 21 Oct. 
1699, aetat 42. William Lygon, who died in 1720, married Margaret 
daughter and heir of Thomas Corbyn de Hallend, Com. Warwick." 
She was born April 11, 1658, married Aug 7, 1688, and died Oct. 26, 
1699. Nash's Worcestershire. 

Mrs. Lygon was descended from the elder brother of Henry Cor- 
bin, ancestor of the Virginia family. 



Folliott. — Nash's History of Worcestershire, II, 258 &c, gives a 
pedigree of the family of Folliott of Pirton, in that county, from 
which the following is extracted: Francis Folliott *• (16th in descent) 
married Avis, daughter of Thomas Tracey, of North Piddle, and 
had a son John, 17 who married Eleanor, daughter and heir of 
John More, of Dunclent, and had a son Thomas, 18 of Pirton, who 
married Katherine, daughter of Sir William Lygon, of Madresfield, 
and had a son Sir John 19 Folliott, Knight, who married Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Aylmer, Bishop of London. 

Fosters Oxford Matriculations, shows that Edward Folliott, son 
of John of Naunton, Worcester, militis matriculated at Hart Hall, 
Oxford, April 13, 1632, aged 22; B. C. L. Nov. 24, 1632, incorporated 
at Cambridge 1632, rector of Alderton, Northants, 1634, until se- 
questered by the Paliamentary Committee. His father was knighted 
June 10, 1603. Henry Folliott, brother to this Sir John, was created 
in 1619, Baron Folliott of Ballyshannon Co. Donegal, Ireland. 

There can be no doubt it seems, that the Rev. Edward Folliott 
here referred to, was the same as the one who was the minister of 
York Parish, Virginia, from 1652 to 1690. He left two daughters: 
1, Elizabeth, who married first Josias Moody or Mode, and secondly 
Capt. Charles Hansford; 2, Mary, married first Dr. Henry Power, 
secondly John Seal. See William & Mary Quarterly, IV, 125, 127; 
VII, 61. They have many descendants. 

Sir John, the father of Rev. Edward, was Sir John, I9 of the 
pedigree from Nash. 



Notes From the Spotsylvania County Records. 

Bond of William Stanard, as Sheriff of Spotsylvania, Sept. 7, 1802. 

Will of Elizabeth H. Stanard, dated Nov. 7, 1817. Proved March 
2, 1818. All estate to daughters, Virginia, Ann, Elizabeth and Colum- 
bia, and sons Eaton and Franklin. As all of her other Children had 
received from their father, in his life time, property to a large 
amount, she now gives them nothing, except to her son William 
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her "long easy sitting" chair, and her silver caster, and to her 
daughter Sarah two silver ladles. Friend Robert Mackey of Freder- 
icksburg, executor. [She was widow of William Stanard, of "Rox- 
bury," Spotsylvania, and daughter of Edward Carter, of "Blenheim," 
Albemarle.] 



Undkrhili.. — In the Church of St. Swithin, city of Worcester, now 
taken down, were the epitaphs of John Underhill, Sr., 1683, aged 86, and 
Winifred, his wife, December 17, 1669, aged 72; of Josias Underhill, July 
10, 1703, aged 67, and of several of his children between 1667 and 1693. 
— Nash's Worcestershire. 

At " Ringfield," York county, Va., are fragments of a tomb, which 

read as follows : 

" Here lyeth ye Body of 
Capt. John Underhill 



■ Felgates Creek 

of the Citie of Worcester 

in England." 

The tomb had armorial bearings, now too much effaced to be made 
out. 

This Capt. Underhill died in 1660. For notice of his will, &c, see 
William and Mary Quarterly, II, 85 ; III, 270 ; VI, 126. 



Newton.— In the Visitation of Derbyshire, 1663, Genealogist, 1st 
Series, Vol. 2, p. 393, is the following pedigree, which may be a clue to 
the ancestry of the Newtcns of Norfolk: 

Thos. Newton de Chadsden= 

I 

Thorn, of ye same= 

Thomas, of Doffield, George, 

aet. 30, 1662. 

Arms: Sa. two shinbones in saltire, arg. Crest: A heathen king on 
his knees, delivering his sword with the point toward* him. 

Punishment for Arson, bv a Slave, 1780. 

Augusta county, Virginia. 

[Arson was, of course, punishable with death, but the authority for 
decapitation does not appear.] 
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Order Book No. 17, page 186, Clerk's office, Augusta county, Va. 

"At a Court- of Oyer and Terminer held at Augusta Court house the 
18th day of Feb'y, 1780 for the tryal of Violet a Negro Wench the prop- 
erty of Sampson Sawyers for feloniously burning her master's dwelling 
house on the night of the 4th inst. 

Present Sampson Matthews William Bowyer Alexander St Clair 
Elijah McClenachan Joseph Bell and James Trimble. 

The above named Violet was led to the barr and upon examination 
denied the fact wherewith she stands charged whereupon Rebecca Saw- 
yers, James Sawyers John Crow and Nan a Negro Girl- were sworn and 
examined as Witnesses touching the fact as also the examination of the 
said Violet taken and subscribed before James Trimble Gent, on con- 
sideration of which and of the circumstances relating to the crime the 
court are of opinion that she is guilty, and do accordingly order that 
she be hanged by the Neck until she be dead for the said fact on the 
fourth day of March next at or near the town of Stanton af twelve 
O'Clock at Noon and after she is cut down that her head be severed from 
her body by the neck and Stuck upon a pole in the public place near 
Staunton and the Court do adjudge the Value of the said Slave to One 
thousand eight hundred pounds [tobacco] which is ordered to be 
certified. 

Then the Court arose. 

(Signed) Samp. Matthews." 



Owen.— Wanted information of David Owen, the name of his wife 
and names of parents. He lived in Halifax county, Va., during the 
American Revolution. He had two sons, who were in the army. His 
daughter Elizabeth married Joseph Martin. I want also to learn the 
parentage of Joseph Martin. He moved to Illinois in 1820, and died the 
following year. He was accounted the richest man who came to Wayne 
county in early days, and he was greatly respected. 

Mrs. E. M., No. 3608 Jackson street, Omaha, Neb. 



